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Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

This claim depends from an apparatus claim but this claim does not recite any 
further apparatus limitations. This claim only recites non-substantive intended use. 
Accordingly, claim 17 does not further restrict a previous claim and is therefor vague 
and indefinite. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: * 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1. 3-6. 10, 12-14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Roberts. 

The vise of Roberts includes a base 1, converging engaging surfaces 6 on the 
base, a screw member 19, a yoke 16, a jaw 26,26, opposing guide channels 14,15 for 
the yoke, the yoke has caveties 20,25 for receiving the screw member and a portion of 
the jaw, the ball on the end of the screw is a nonthreaded portion of the screw, and the 
vise further includes a threaded opening 22. 

Claims 7-9 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Roberts in view of Maes. 

Maes teaches that the base may include three pairs of converging surfaces. To 
include in the base of Roberts three pairs of converging surfaces would have been 
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obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the 
disclosure of Maes. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do' 
this in order to adapt the clamp to holding several workpieces relative to each other. 
Maes further teaches that the base may include slots and the clamp legs may have 
forks for being received in the slots. To provide in Roberts slots in the base and 
clamp legs with forks would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made in view of the disclosure of Maes. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this in order to provide convenient detachment of the 
base from the clamp to facilitate convenient insertion of the workpiece into the clamp. 

Claims 2 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roberts in view of Johnson. 

The screw operated jaw of Roberts may obviously include a flanged arcuate jaw 
in view of the teachings of Johnson. One skilled in the art would have been motivated 
to do this in order to better guide the moving jaw and to center the workpiece relative to 
the opposed stationary V-shaped jaw. Note that in the Johnson screw/jaw the screw 
includes a threaded portion 30 and an unthreaded portion 31. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert C. Watson whose telephone number is 571 272- 
4498. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. , 5:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on 571 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic ' 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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